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Publishing Policy of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences 

Scientific journals, books, and other publications of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences 

(Lietuvos mokslų akademija, LMA; hereinafter referred to as LMA journals) are prepared and 

published in accordance with the norms of ethics established by the Committee on 

Publication Ethics (COPE), the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Copyright and Related 

Rights, other legal acts of the Republic of Lithuania, and the best practice of academic 

publishing. The policy shall apply to the editorial boards of the journals published, 

the authors of published articles, books and other publications, reviewers, and the LMA (the 

publisher). The President of the LMA has the right to coordinate the publication process 

and/or to establish commissions, working groups or other organisational structures for this 

purpose. 

 

1. Policy of Ethics 

1.1. Editorial boards of the LMA journals, the authors, the reviewers of the papers, and 

the LMA (the publisher) shall observe high professional and ethical standards.  

1.2. Only original papers that have not been previously published elsewhere shall be 

published in LMA journals, books, and other publications. In the case of a suspected or 

proven research transgression, unfair publication, or plagiarism, as well as 

identification of misleading information presented in a paper, editorial boards and 

the publisher shall take all appropriate measures to clarify the situation and rectify 

the error. This shall be done by providing information on the error or by total 

dissociation from an unfairly prepared and submitted manuscript. 

1.3. All individuals who have significantly contributed to the research and writing of 

the paper shall be included in the list of authors and share collective responsibility for 

research results. 



1.4. Research articles or manuscripts of books submitted to the LMA shall be reviewed by 

at least two reviewers selected from among experts in the relevant field. If 

the reviewers’ conclusions regarding the suitability of the work for publication are 

conflicting, a third reviewer shall be appointed and, once their conclusions have been 

received, a final decision shall be made on whether to publish or reject the work. 

1.5. Authors shall not be provided with information regarding the identity of the reviewers. 

1.6. The authors shall take the reviewers’ error-related remarks and other motivated 

opinions into account. 

1.7. Reviewers shall notify a journal’s editor-in-chief or the chair of the editorial board if 

they suspect plagiarism, or if the article submitted for review partially coincides with an 

article (or articles) that has (have) already been published, or is very similar to it 

(them). Reviewers shall notify the LMA (the publisher) if a manuscript of a book is not 

an original work.  

1.8. Reviewers shall ensure the confidentiality of the articles and books they are reviewing. 

They are prohibited from publicly discussing or distributing the articles and book 

manuscripts under review, or from retaining copies of them in any form. 

1.9. Editorial boards shall perform checks on the originality and authorship of articles 

submitted for publication using the iThenticate plagiarism detection software. 

 

2. Policy on the Prevention of Conflicts of Interest 

2.1. Conflicts of interest may be: financial, institutional affiliation-related, intellectual 

property-related, personal, ideological, academic, etc. 

2.2. Conflicts of interest arise when there are reasonable grounds to believe that issues 

unrelated to research may influence the neutrality and objectivity of a scientific article, 

a book manuscript, or their evaluation. The chair of the editorial board or the editor-in-

chief of an LMA journal, as well as the LMA (the publisher), shall be notified of any 

potential conflicts of interest in advance, regardless of whether or not they have 

influenced research. 

2.3. Authors and reviewers of articles and books shall disclose any conflicts of interest that 

may influence research results or their interpretation, including, where applicable, 

the sources of funding used for research and for the preparation of an article or a book. 

2.4. The lead author of an article or a book, who is authorised by the co-authors to submit 

the manuscript and liaise with the journal’s editorial board and the publisher, shall be 

responsible for ensuring that all co-authors declare any potential conflicts of interest. If 



a conflict of interest relating to the submitted manuscript is not disclosed and 

subsequently comes to light, the article or the book may be rejected and not published. 

 

3. Provisions on Copyright 

3.1. By submitting a manuscript of a research article or a book to the LMA, the author 

confirms that they are authorised by the co-authors and, on behalf of themselves and 

the co-authors, guarantees that: 

3.1.1. they maintain the right to enter into a contract transferring the economic rights 

to the LMA and awarding the publisher the rights defined therein without 

contradicting any commitments, 

3.1.2. the manuscript is an original work and does not infringe the rights of any 

authors or any third parties, 

3.1.3. the article or the manuscript of a book has not been published in any other 

publication and has not been submitted to any other publisher, 

3.1.4. the article or the manuscript of a book does not contain any unlawful 

information, disinformation, or data, the publication of which would breach 

obligations of confidentiality or secrecy. 

3.2. The articles submitted shall meet the requirements for an academic publication and 

shall be prepared in accordance with the guidelines for authors on article structure, 

citations, references, abstracts and other matters set out by the relevant LMA journal 

(see the guidelines for authors). 

3.3. Scientific articles, books, and other publications, both in print and electronic formats, 

shall be published free of charge. The authors shall not receive any remuneration 

either. 

3.4. The authors of research articles published in LMA journals shall transfer 

the economic rights to their works to the LMA gratuitously for the entire term of 

validity of such economic rights as provided for by law, within the territories of 

the Republic of Lithuania and other countries (without territorial restrictions). 

  The authors of books and other publications released by the LMA transfer 

the economic rights to their works to the LMA gratuitously for a period of 5 (five) 

years within the territories of the Republic of Lithuania and other countries (without 

any territorial restrictions). 

  The 5 (five)-year term (period) shall be calculated from the date on which 

the economic rights to the work are transferred to the LMA. Upon the expiry of the 5 



(five)-year period, the author or authors’ economic rights shall revert to the author(s). 

However, upon the expiry of this 5 (five)-year period, the LMA shall have the right to 

initiate an amendment (supplement) to this agreement, or to conclude a new 

agreement providing that the author(s) grant the LMA the right to use the work (non-

exclusive licence) for the remainder of the term of the author’s economic rights as 

provided for by law, within the territories of the Republic of Lithuania and other 

countries (without territorial restrictions) to the maximum extent of the author’s or 

authors’ economic rights, or to such extent as may be necessary for the fulfilment of 

the functions and tasks of the LMA as set out in legal acts. 

  When entering into contracts for the publication of articles, books, and other 

publications (economic rights to the work), the authors of such publications released 

by the LMA shall agree that the articles, books, and other publications published by 

the LMA are stored and made freely available online and in digital repositories, 

regardless of whether the economic rights have been returned to the author or not. 

3.5. In case the publication of an LMA journal were to be discontinued or suspended, 

the electronic archive of the journal published up to that point shall continue to be 

stored and remain freely accessible online. 

 

4. The Use of Artificial Intelligence Tools in Research and in Publications 

4.1. The authors who have used AI tools during the research process or whilst preparing 

a publication or book manuscript shall specify the name and version of the AI tool. 

4.2. The authors shall confirm that the manuscript submitted to the LMA is an original 

work, the AI tools were used as supplementary aids in its preparation, and 

the copyright of third-party authors has not been infringed. 

4.3. The LMA endorses and adheres to the position of COPE on the use of artificial 

intelligence (AI) tools in research and publications: 

  AI tools cannot meet the requirements for authorship as they cannot take 

responsibility for the submitted work. As non-legal entities, they cannot assert 

the presence or absence of conflicts of interest nor manage copyright and license 

agreements. 

  Authors who use AI tools in the writing of a manuscript, production of images or 

graphical elements of the paper, or in the collection and analysis of data, must be 

transparent in disclosing in the Materials and Methods (or similar section) of 

the paper how the AI tool was used and which tool was used. Authors are fully 



responsible for the content of their manuscript, even those parts produced by an AI 

tool, and are thus liable for any breach of publication ethics. 

COPE Position, 13 February 2023, available at: 

https://publicationethics.org/cope-position-statements/ai-author 


